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November, 2019
For Such A Time As This

We are living in difficult and dangerous times! No one is exempt, no one gets a trouble-free ride to heaven. According to Tony Evans,
“everything that happens in the world is either caused by God or allowed by God, and there is no other category.” When we are faced
with problems, we have options either to retreat or face them squarely. Rather than dreading difficult situations, or putting them off,
we can choose a course of action to be taken.
In the book of Esther, we see an inspiring story for people experiencing difficult and dangerous times. Mordecai reached out to his
cousin, Queen Esther, the Jewish wife of the King of Persia, admonishing her to use her influence to save the Jewish population living in the empire from total destruction.
“…After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16b)
The aforementioned text shows that Esther made the decision to risk her life for the good of her Jewish people. She knew her husband had a volatile spirit. She knew the risk involved in approaching her husband without an invitation. She specifically stated, “If I
perish, I perish.” Following the Jewish tradition during difficult times, she and all her servants fasted for 3 days and 3 nights before
she approached the king.
Fortunately, fasting and prayers resulted in a miraculous deliverance for the Jewish people in the kingdom. Esther persuaded the
king to retract an order for the total destruction of the Jewish people throughout the empire. The massacre was plotted by the king’s
chief minister, Haman, and the date decided by casting lots.
Often we focus intently on the details of our difficulties as if the difficulties themselves were the most important thing in the world.
Surely, God is more concerned with how you respond to your trials than with the trials themselves. Despite the fact that we don’t
have a choice about the bad things that happen to us, we can control how we respond – in faith or unbelief, in humility or arrogance,
in hope or despair.
Esther’s experience teaches us that we should not wait to take a step for something until when we are guaranteed a positive outcome. Faith inspires bold action. “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all you do be done in love” (1
Cor. 16:13). Step out in faith and do what God is calling you to do! You are not ahead of your time; You have not missed your time.
You are here for such a time as this!
What’s your answer to the question, why were you born? Esther was born to save Judah from destruction. Like Esther, tests and
trails will shape who you are and how you behave. Paul said, “You are His [God’s] workmanship created together in Christ Jesus
unto the good works that God has before ordained that you should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Don’t wait for others to do for you
what you can do. Get involved, and enjoy the results of sharing in your God-given purpose. What have you been delaying because of
fear?
Certainly, our calling is impacted by our circumstances. Many people face the same problems and handle them differently. If after
some reflections, you remembered missed opportunities to take a step for God; if you have failed a co-worker or family member and
memory of that experience is troubling your mind, hindering your prayer life, or hindering true worship, take it to Jesus in prayer.
It is my prayer that you will become instruments for God for such a time as this.
Grace and blessings on your path,
Rev. Dr. Peter E. Grinion, Pastor
Editor: Joyce Shutts
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Worship
Servants
November 3
Invocation: Valerie Bandemer
Scripture: Sharon Smith
Offering: Valerie Bandemer
Kids’ Moment: Marti Spaker
Greeter: Connie Necaster
Nursery: BOCE
Fellowship: Mary Bailey
November 10
Invocation: Loretta Hirschman
Scripture: Mark Heintz
Offering: Loretta Hirschman
Kids’ Moment: TBD
Greeter:
Nursery: BOCE
Fellowship: The Wenthe’s
November 17
Invocation: Kathy Gosnell
Scripture: Joyce Shutts
Offering: Kathy Gosnell
Kids’ Moment: Mari Spaker
Greeter: Connie Necaster
Nursery: BOCE
Fellowship: Linda Heintz

Vote Nov. 5 (polls open 9 - 9 pm)
TRUSTEE NOTEBOOK
Now that the Ray of Hope Church has departed we are in the process of changing the
door locks for security & protection. We are
being proactive to make sure the church is a
safe building at all times. We will be issuing
new keys. As soon as the work is completed,
we will require members who need a key to
return the old key & sign for the new one so
we can keep track of who has access to the
building.
Winter is just around the corner & we are in
the process of getting bids for snow plowing
& salting. We are in the process of using the
report from Bero Associates for setting up
the work so we may determine what would
qualify for Grants or work on smaller projects that may be done by members or contractors at our cost. Doing this will put us in
the running for Grant monies in 2020.
On Sunday November 10, 2019 members of the Board of Trustees will be on hand
for a Q&A session after the service. We (The
Board) will try & answer any question that
may be on your mind on various projects
or the status of projects & finances. We hope
we can try & keep you informed as we try &
do church business.
In His Service, Mark

November 24
Invocation: Betty Heisig
Scripture: Ken Goff
Offering: Betty Heisig
Kids’ Moment: Marti Spaker
Greeter: Connie Necaster
Nursery: BOCE
Fellowship: Anne G./Joyce S.

P AGE 2

And attend!!.
Prayer
9 a.m. Saturdays
Bible Study
10 a.m. Wednesdays
Choir Practice
8:30 a.m. Sundays
Deacons’ Meeting
10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 1
@ Pastor’s Home
Advisory Council
6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2
Trustee’s Mtg.
6 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 19
Cabinet Mtg.
6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 25
Interfaith League Mtg.
4:00 p.m., Nov. 14, HUCC
Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service, Tues., Nov. 26,
7 p.m., HUCC
Link Inputs due to
Sharon Scurlock Nov. 18

November

Words of Wisdom: Joy is the
feeling of grinning on the inside.
Happiness is an inside job.

1 - Darnell Ashford
5 - Leanna Shirley
6 - Betty Heisig
8 - Lonnie Schultz
10 - Laurie Wenthe
17 - Michael Young
20 - Rick Pires
24 - Debbie Covill
26 - Ian Gress
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Hello Everyone and
God's Blessing to All,

Looking Ahead:
Nov. 5 - Nominating Committee at 7 pm
Nov. 11 - Last day to
order pies (fresh this
year) to benefit Harvest Home Habitat-- Apple Crumb,
Strawberry Rhubarb, Pumpkin,
Pecan, Rumble Berry ($17 each). Delivery Tues., Nov.
26. There are order forms in the Fellowship Hall.
Share the order forms with your family and friends.
Nov. 23 - Our Fall Craft/Vendor Sale, 10-3 PM. Please
start looking in your homes for
Christmas items you would like
to donate to sell on the Church
table. You can bring them in
anytime and place them up in
the previous Nursery. We are
looking for volunteers to sell
raffle tickets, work upstairs at the Church Table, & help
set up/price items Wed. & Fri. nights. There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Set up will be Wed.
11/20 & Fri. 11/22, 6-8 PM.
Nov. 26 - Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service,
7 pm, Henrietta United Church of
Christ, Lehigh Station Rd. The service will be similar to the one held
here last year that was well attended and well received.
Nov. 30 - 10 AM - the hanging of
the greens for Christmas. We’ll need volunteers to get
the church ready for the holiday season.
Dec. 7 - Gretchen has set up another fund raising day
to take unwanted items to Savers in Webster. Some
requirements have changed this
year. We have to be there at
9:30 AM (the only drop-off
time), and like items have to be
bagged or bundled together. Gretchen needs to get
the items or be told how many bags/boxes you have
ahead of time. Make arrangements with her to either
bring them to church or store where she wishes. We
will need some volunteer drivers as well.
Dec. 14 - 9 AM - Prayer, Brunch, Carol Singing. Mark
your calendars and invite your friends.
###########

We are looking forward to our Unity Intercessory
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, December 14,
2019. We are also excited about our adopted
Christmas Family that consists of a Widowed
grandmother and three girls (ages 7, 10, 12). We
know that we will do our part to make this family's
Christmas a merry one. You will receive additional information in the coming weeks to this regard.
We will also collect our Retired Missionaries &
Ministers Offering this month as well. We ask that
you do what you can. We collected $46.96 in our
Noisy Offering for our Christmas Family in our
October Offering. We collected $321.00 dollars
for the World Mission Offering. Thank you very
much for your generosity. You are the best.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Floyd
Talents
Talents are those special gifts
God births in every soul;
Discovering the ones you have
Can set your lifetime roles.
Living with the gifts you hold
Gives you a shining chance
To Honor Father every day
As new ideas enhance.
See God’s wisdom light your way
To guide the steps you take,
For He alone will guard your heart
And never will forsake.
Life presents a wide, wide way,
But narrow path to heaven;
Just knowing you must follow truth
Protects what you are given.
You will stand amazed at what
Can come as you let go;
Allowing God to have control
Will set your world aglow!
Evelyn ‘Evy’ Shoots, Author

Dear Church Family,
If you would like to purchase one or more of Mom, Evy Lynn’s
Book, “Grove of Grace,” please see Evie.
They make great birthday & Christmas gifts for family & friends.
A generous tithe will be given to our Church for each book sold.
Mom will lovingly autograph, of course.
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November 5, the Nominating Committee will meet to nominate people to fill the
openings for offices & committees. Please be in prayer for where God is calling you to
serve in this Church. We are all needed to increase our service to God and spread the Good
News of His Love.
I am too busy! I don't have the right skills! Someone else can do that job so much better
than I! I don't like to speak in front of others! I get my mix all talked up! I am not as strong
a Christian as so many others in the Church! I am getting older! Oh, let someone younger
do their part; I have served before! Those are just a few of the excuses we can make not to serve.
God needs people now and He will empower you to serve Him, if you are willing.
1 PETER 4:10-11 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, a good steward of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves by the strength that God supplies in order that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belongs glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen
GALATIANS 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, especially to those who are of the
house hold of faith.
COLOSSIANS 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
The excuses above are easy to use, I know, I have used them before, and for sure you can come up with many
more of your own. The point expressed in the above scriptures and in many more is that God calls us to serve
him. He equips us for that service and he rewards us for trying. My prayer, and hopefully yours, is that each of
you will be willing to serve God to help West Henrietta Baptist Church grow in His service and Grace. Please,
when you are asked to serve in any way, stop and pray for God's direction.
Thank You, Leanna Shirley, Moderator

The Financial Committee is at work establishing a proposed budget for 2020. As was published in the bulletins,
we are running at a deficit this year. Here is an accounting. The average monthly expenses so far this year
have been $6,103.50. The average monthly income so
far this year has been $5,279.24. This will leave us a
shortfall of about $11,000, if we don’t do something.
PLEASE PRAY ABOUT THIS.

Do you know??


Our church has a Facebook Page - “West Henrietta Baptist Church”. The Facebook page is an excellent tool to
promote our church as you can like the page and share it. It is used as a Church & area event/Missions page.
You can post comments.



We have a web site - whbc.org It is full of data going all the way back to when David Hess started the site.
(photos, choir numbers, Bicentennial, our current staff, Pastor’s Articles, for example.)



Where to find the information you need electronically: i.e.; bulletins, The Link Newsletter, Directory, Calendar.
They are all posted on the Web Site. The calendar & bulletins are available to the general public while the Link,
photos, and Directory are available in the Members Only section.



Do you want to learn more about these tools? Let Joyce or Sharon know, and you will see a future article addressing your questions/interest.



Also, we would appreciate your suggestions for future content--things you would like to read about, for example.

