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March, 2022
“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make
mention of you always in my prayers. 11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to
make you strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith (Romans1: 9,
11-12).”
Reflecting briefly on 2021, our Sunday morning services went well since we resumed congregate worship on Mother’s Day. Whether you showed up in person at church, or you watched our Sunday morning services on virtual platforms, such as Facebook or YouTube, or you read a hard copy of my sermons, I greatly appreciated your efforts.
Nevertheless, despite some of you were ill, and some continue to be ill, it is a little concerning that I haven’t seen
some of you at church in almost 2 years.
2021 was a difficult year in so many ways. Some of you and your family members became ill because of Covid-19.
The pandemic changed how, when and where we worked (if we worked), and it changed education for those in kindergarten schools through graduate level schools. But 2021 was also a blessed year for us, in that our families
were blessed with new jobs, job promotion, new cars, new babies, and love flourished. We praise God for the treasure of a loving family during hard times, in that we supported one another and shared life's joys and sorrows.
Of course, there will be plenty to worry about in 2022, but alien invasion of our communities will not be one. I certainly will not be expecting to greet visitors from another planet. For sure, all of us will face difficult times with disruptive and unexpected events that threaten to negatively affect our lives. Some of these times will be emotional,
some will be spiritual, some will be physical and some will be financial. Some of the challenges that are likely to
come our way might seem to be more than we can handle or even beyond our capabilities, but our God promises to
provide for us in time of need. We can come to Him with every question, doubt, worry, and anxiety because He
cares for us. His plans for us are immeasurably more than we can ask for or imagine.
Let this be especially good news to you: Covid-19 pandemic will either be eradicated or we learn to live with it as a
new normal. It is important then that our Church envisions and continues to plan for our congregation to return in
full strength. I eagerly await the entire Church meeting together, singing together, sitting together under the teaching of the Word, and sharing meals together. I pray that this time of isolation will make us all hunger more deeply
for time with the Body of Christ, and will make our reunion all the sweeter. Looking forward to seeing those of you
we haven’t seen in a while.
I am thankful to the Deacon’s board, Board of Trustees, Moderator, Church Secretary, Clerk, Treasurer,
Financial Secretary, Assistant Treasurer, Choir Director, members of the various committees, Violet Oliphant, our
new organist, the Bible study group, the congregation at large, and visiting friends for their support during a difficult
time. May the words below be our prayer:
“Take my life, and let it be consecrated Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of they love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful all for thee.”
God’s richest blessings, Rev. Dr. Peter E. Grinion, Pastor
Editor: Joyce Shutts
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Worship Servants
March 6
Invocation: Rev. Dr. Peter Grinion
Scripture: Josina McCarroll
Offering: Val Bandemer
Greeter: Leanna Shirley
Fellowship: Laurie & Steve Wenthe

March 13
Set the clocks ahead
after midnight the
12th.

March 20
Invocation: Rev. Dr. Peter Grinion
Scripture: Connie Necaster
Offering: Kathy Gosnell
Greeter: Joanne Wilbert
Fellowship: Gretchen Young
March 27
Invocation: Rev. Dr. Peter Grinion
Scripture: Steve Wenthe
Offering: Connie Necaster
Greeter: Leanna Shirley
Fellowship: Connie Necaster

Advisory Council
Mon., March 14 - 6 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
9 a.m. Saturdays

March 13
Invocation: Rev. Dr. Peter Grinion
Scripture: Anne Greco
Offering: Loretta H. or Val Bandemer
Greeter: Joanne Wilbert
Fellowship: Leanna Shirley

And attend!!.

PLANTING PEACE
By Evy Lynn Shoots

Bible Study
10 a.m. Wednesdays
Choir Practice
10:30 a.m. Saturdays
9:30 a.m. - Sundays

Faithfulness springs up
To guide us in our living
As God keeps giving

Ash Wednesday, March 2

When our seeds of faith
Start growing and increasing
Feel talents release

Deacons’ Meeting
Fri., March 4 -10 a.m. @
Church

Goals begin rising
And we wish to please our Lord
All in thankful words

Trustee’s Mtg.

Our Master is Great
And His righteousness reigns
As Peace leads our aims
Hope also will grow
For we wish to be
helpful
And inspire as well

Cabinet Mtg.
Mission Committee
TBD
Craft/Vendor Sale
10-3 p.m., Sat., April 30
LINK articles due to Sharon
Scurlock March 18

It’s truly rewarding.
Just try it and see!
March

7
13
14
17
20
21
23
25
26
31

Connie Necaster
Brayden Morse
Dan Gress
David Chase
Mark Heintz, Sr.
Rebecca & Ryan Hirschman
Dorothy Greer
Dylan Pires
Sharon Gress
Alberta Greer

What Is Lent's Meaning and Purpose?
Lent is meant to be a time of repentance. These 40 days are set aside to
praise and worship the Lord; to read the Bible more, and to pray more often.
Christians who observe Lent correctly anticipate deeper intimacy with the
Lord.
Lent Definition
Many Christians have heard of Lent, but do all know what it means? According to Merriam-Webster, Lent means "the 40 weekdays from Ash Wednesday
to Easter observed by the Roman Catholic, Eastern, and some Protestant
churches as a period of penitence and fasting."
Cont. on Page 6
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People & Positions for 2022
Moderator - Leanna Shirley
Clerk - Sharon Scurlock
Asst. Clerk - Gretchen
Young
Treasurer - Dan Scurlock
Asst. Treas. - Joanne Wilbert
Financial Sec. - Laurel
Heisig
Asst. Fin. Sec. - Valerie
Bandemer
Fellowship Hr. - Anne
Greco
Ushers/Greeters Coordinator - Annette Enedy
Ordination Council Delegate - Rev. Grinion
ABC/RGR Delegate - Leanna Shirley
RHIL Rep. - Joyce Shutts

Harvest Home Habitat for
Humanity - Gretchen
Young & Joyce Shutts
Webmaster/Facebook
Editor - Joyce Shutts
WHBC Link Editors - Joyce
Shutts & Sharon Scurlock
Boards
Deacon’s: Patricia Floyd,
Connie Necaster, Valerie
Bandemer, Kathleen Gosnell, Loretta Hirschman
Trustee’s: John Miller, Steven Wenthe, Virginia
Chase, Annette Enedy,
Mike Shirley
Board of Christian Ed.
Gretchen Young

The Trustees met with The Town Historic Site Committee
Fri., Feb. 25. Gary Goodridge Chair, Anita Hawkins,
Michelle Lebell, and Tina Thompson (Town Historian)
from the Committee shared a good amount of information
and help for us as we are on a mission to repair and paint
our historic church.
Suggestions were made as to what we can do with the
outside of the building. Tina says it is the largest building
in the Historic Hamlet (West Village).
They supplied printed information regarding our church,
and its history. Copies can be made for anyone who was
not able to attend.
Looking forward to hearing more………..

MARCH was named for the Roman god of war,
Mars. This was the time of year to resume military
campaigns that had been interrupted by winter.
March was also a time of many festivals, presumably in preparation for the campaigning season.
In the early Roman calendar, March (or Martius)
was the first month of the calendar year. As March
brought the first day of spring with the vernal equinox, it was the start of new beginnings.

Suprise Jae & Pito
Welcome to our new home!

What an
amazing
day! Despite personally building almost
every week throughout construction, Natasha managed to
keep her Habitat
home a secret
from her kids until
Friday's
dedication!
It was also a milestone for our affiliate,
and
the

Greater JOSANA
Neighborhood,
with this house
being the 100th
Habitat
home
built or renovated within a half
mile of School
17!
This new home was generously sponsored
by Thrivent and the FCHH Harvest Home
Coalition, the fourth Habitat home they
have partnered together on, raising the
funds and volunteer labor needed to complete the home with Natasha. Thank you
all for your partnership and hard work.
Congratulations Natasha, Jae, and Pito!
There are more pictures of the dedication
and links to the dedication and news
items here:
https://www.rochesterhabitat.org/news/
home-dedication-on-jay-street
The Faith Coalition is already planning for
another home build in the same neighborhood. Applications are out to prospective
home owners. We look forward to adding
our contributions to support the effort.
+

+
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WHBC celebrated Scout Sunday last month, February 13th. Despite the cold weather, several scouts and
leaders worshipped with our congregation. Life Scout Douglas Wurster and Life Scout Liam Gudonis actively “served” during our Sunday morning service and Fellowship Hour. Additionally, Michael Gudonis (Liam’s
father); Troop Scoutmaster Gary Brown; Troop Committee Chair Lisa Brown (Lisa not related to Gary); Assistant Scoutmaster Kelly Myers (Doug’s mother; and Commissioner Dan Scurlock encouraged and supported the scout’s participation and interaction with our church members.
As was noted during Dan’s comments regarding the positive impact the Scouting Movement has had on our
youth during the past 112 years, we as scout leaders constantly observe the “miracles” of young people who
learn the scouting lessons: development of moral values, learning ethical decision making, preparing for
responsible citizenship, and respect for nature. As parents and leaders, we get to witness our scouting
youth as they grow up to become great young adults serving in every corner of our country. Many famous
and not so famous individuals of which you encounter everyday spent time within the scouting experience,
In fact, rarely does a young person who spends many of their youth years in scouting end up involved in
criminal activities.

America For Christ Offering
We have been talking about and collecting money for the America for Christ offering all January.
Because so many people are not able to attend church and because the America for Christ Offering is so important to so many
people in need in the United States and Puerto Rico, the Missions Committee would like you to pray about a donation now. The
Theme this year is "I will praise you and testify about what you have done." Psalm 22:22
Last year the needs were great and were met in many ways. In Puerto Rico more than 33 churches were renewed and over 100
houses restored after hurricane Ida. Church food banks were able to supply food to many families all over the United State to families
that lost loved ones and jobs during Covid-19. These are some of the places last year's offering went along with over $196,000 in
Scholarships and Continuing Education Grants.
We know this is just a small look into what our America for Christ Offering does, but we hope you will think about the great needs in
our world today and give generously to help our brothers and sisters this year.
Please write America for Christ on the lower line of your check.
Thank You, Your Missions Committee
Notice: Our WiFi address and password for
WHBC is: WHBC.
Password: Church5660
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Wedding Bells rang at the church,
Sat., February 26 at 2 PM.
Pastor Grinion officiated to join
Violet Oliphant and Dr. Leonard Smith
in holy matrimony.

Vi is our Organist, and has known Len for many years. He recently returned
to this area, and the rest of the story surrounds these love birds.
They were attended by family & friends for the ceremony and they helped prepare a Reception for them in our Fellowship Hall. Our church ladies did a
wonderful job assisting . Dr. Roger Smith was soloist, and sang beautifully.

Congratulations from all of us. May you have a long, healthy marriage full of blessings.
Their Address:
1708 Rochester St.
Lima, NY 14485

It was great to see Alexandra, our former organist back for the service. Congratulations are in
order for her and Luke on their marriage as
well. They just returned from their honeymoon.
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RHAFT food terminal needs to
be replenished to allow for the
needs of our community. Laurie & Steve Wenthe’s food
drive is continuing.
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NEWS

Tuna/Hamburger Helper

God is at work in Rusesa. The
first picture is of Moroson Emanuel. He is 16 years old. He recently joined the Rusesa PEFA
church. He learned about God in
the children's program we have in that village. His
bold step shows that it is no longer just about a
free meal. He wants to follow Jesus. The second
picture is of two twins who were brought to my
attention as having sickle-cell anemia. We are putting them on an ongoing supply of medicine. We
now help a total of four children in this village
with sickle-cell. Both are pairs of twins.

Hearty Soups

David & Michelle Heed

Please leave your food items
on the island in the kitchen.
They will collect and deliver them as they accumulate.
Donations need to go to the Food Cupboard on
Mondays between 9 & noon. See notes below.
Suggested items in need:

Sm. instant rice cups/meals
Canned meats (Ham, chicken)
Plastic jars sauce
Puddings/jellos
We are doing a monthly drop off usually at the end of
each month.
From: Laurie Wenthe

The RHAFT cupboard is accepting food at
the Bushman Cabin in the town park Monday only from 9am to Noon. We are no
longer taking donations at the Senior
Center.
Thank you in advance,
Mark F Heintz, Sr

Cont. from Pg. 2
Between Ash Wednesday and Easter, many Christians
observe a 40-day period known as Lent. This name
comes from the “Old English lencten springtime, spring”
and “from West Germanic langitinaz long
days or lengthening of the day.” Popularly regarded as a
period of fasting, there are many ways to make the Lenten period meaningful without missing meals. What is
Lent and why should one take part? Does every participant follow a strict Lenten plan of rigid self-denial?
Lent is meant to be a time of repentance. That’s not
a feeling of shame, but an awareness that sin separates
us from God and of what it cost Him to be reunited with
us. Rrepentance starts with “regretful acknowledgment
of sin with commitment to change.” Lent is an opportunity to contemplate what our Lord really did for us
on the Cross.”
Excerpts from Christianity.com

