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“Blaze of Glory”
As we reflect on July 4th and the brave soldiers who fought at great expense to keep us free
over a series of wars, “stories of incredible heroism and sacrifice continue to inspire.
Former Sgt. Gary Beikirch’s story is one of those. He received a Medal of Honor for his actions on
April 1, 1970, at Camp Dak Seang, Vietnam. Beikirch’s life story is recounted in “Blaze of Light: The
Inspiring True Story of Green Beret Medic Gary Beikirch, Medal of Honor Recipient” by Marcus Brotherton. The book was to be published in late March.
Beikirch’s story begins in Rochester, New York, where he was born on Aug. 29, 1947. He joined the
Army in Buffalo, New York, as the Vietnam War raged. Trained as a Special Forces medic, he was
ultimately assigned to Detachment B-24, Company B, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces. The unit was operating in the Kontum Province of South Vietnam.
Gary Beikirch in an undated photo.
Upon deploying to Vietnam in July 1969 and traveling to Camp Dak Seang, Beikirch and his team
went to work. The 12 Special Forces soldiers and over 450 Montagnard tribesmen had the mission to
operate from Camp Dak Seang to interdict North Vietnamese Army (NVA) supply lines. Beikirch
served as medic for his team. As time passed, the success of the U.S. and Montagnard efforts was
apparent as NVA attacks on the camp began to increase. Through March 1970, growing evidence—
patrols saw increasing enemy contact; jungle trails showed heavy traffic of large numbers of enemy
soldiers—pointed to a major NVA attack on the camp. The only question was when the big attack
would occur.
Wounded Repeatedly: On April 1, 1970, the camp was hit. As casualties mounted, Beikirch moved
both in and outside the perimeter to treat the wounded. He was hit repeatedly and was partially paralyzed by shrapnel that slammed into his back, injuring his spine. Montagnard tribesmen carried him
around to the wounded, where he continued to treat them. He also continued to exchange fire with
the enemy to help hold off the assault. Beikirch was shot three times in the 12-hour fight, but he kept
going until collapsing after treating all the wounded.
Beikirch’s Medal of Honor citation recounts his actions in detail: Sergeant Beikirch, with complete disregard for his personal safety, moved unhesitatingly through the withering enemy fire to his fallen
comrades, applied first aid to their wounds and assisted them to the medical aid station. When informed that a seriously injured American officer was lying in an exposed position, Sergeant Beikirch
ran immediately through the hail of fire. Although he was wounded seriously by fragments from an
exploding enemy mortar shell, Sergeant Beikirch carried the officer to a medical aid station. Ignoring
his own serious injuries, Sergeant Beikirch left the relative safety of the medical bunker to search for
and evacuate other men who had been injured. He was again wounded as he dragged a critically injured Vietnamese soldier to the medical bunker while simultaneously applying mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to sustain his life. Sergeant Beikirch again refused treatment and continued his search for other casualties until he collapsed. Only then did he permit himself to be treated. Sergeant Beikirch’s
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Let’s Resume Our in-person Worship
and Return to all of the Activities &
Responsibilities of WHBC’s Ministries?

Servants for July:



Resumption of in-person
Worship, 10 AM

11th

~

Greeter - Roberta Miller
Scripture Reader - Laurel Heisig



Bible Study - Wednesdays at 10 AM

18th

~

Greeter - Roberta Miller
Scripture Reader - Anne Greco



Prayer Time - Saturdays at 9 AM

25th

~

Greeter - Roberta Miller
Scripture Reader - Connie Voss

For the above, EVERYONE will socially distance & attendees must wear masks if they are
not fully vaccinated. Gloves, masks, & sanitizer are available. The area will be sanitized before each event. Please don’t attend if you
have any COVID symptoms (fever, sore throat,
cough, etc.).



Friday, July 9 Trustee’s at 1 PM



July 18 - August Link inputs due to
Sharon



Ongoing - Continue to support the
Food Drive for RHAFT.

Have a safe & happy 4th.

4th

~

Greeter - Roberta Miller
Scripture Reader - John Miller

Highlights of Advisory Council Meeting, 6/21/21
1. Pastor wants to improve our service & attendance.
He also mentioned the need for more Choir Members & an organist. Note: an ad has been prepared by Sharon which will be posted on our website & Facebook Page as well as written media for
the organist. Pastor will invite people to come to
worship during the service.
2. Trustee’s reported that we may be able to resume
Fellowship in July. They are in the process of getting quotes for painting and the roof as a potential
grant won’t cover those repairs. They have set a
deadline of Sept. for themselves.
3. We need to continue to fund the Capital Improvement Fund through fundraising, etc.
4. Steve has been taking down the chimney, removed
shrubs, & planted new ones. He has been busy with
smaller things as well. John removed the debris.
5. Dan Scurlock reported that at the end of May, our
GF income is $24,876 and our expenses are
$30,024 (17.15% in red). He also reported that
the SBA loan/grant of $7900 because of COVID will
be forgiven. However, he wants to hear it officially
before we count on not having to repay.

July Birthdays
5 - Randy Heintz
9 - Chris Statts
13 - Mary Bailey
14 - Helen Howlett
16 - Ayden & Bryce
Grinion, Bruce McClarin, Laura Stone
19 - Annette Enedy
20 - Valerie Fogarasy
24 - Pastor Peter Grinion

6. As of June 21, the Capital Fund has received
$8,165 one-time donations. The Capital Fund
will have its own budgetary line.
Other reports are available for interested parties.
A Fundraising Committee has formed and is collecting suggestions of ways to engage the community and raise money
for the Capital Fund. Laurie Wenthe is the Chair. We met
once and will be meeting later in July. Some of the suggestions under consideration are: Fall Craft Sale, Black Friday
lunch, Christmas wrapping/bake sale, car wash reduced
price cards, rummage sale in Spring, Chili Cook off & dinners. If you have a suggestion or would like to be part of
the effort, let Laurie know at lpascuzzi@hotmail.com or
359-3122.
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Celebrate Each Day
We thank God each day
For our flag of USA
With faith power to stay!

Our flag means so much
Waving strong with bravery
All the world will see.
With dreams of freedom
Our ancestors arrived here -Sure to persevere.
With a strength of will
They would hold their deep desire
Which would not expire.
Freedoms have high costs
Which has been paid for us all:
Our hopes never fall.
Faith, Hope, and strength
Go further than any length
To show as we grow.
Our flag always waves
For the living it saves
Through the love of braves!
Praise our Lord! Amen
Evelyn M. Shoots

Thank you, Thank you for the flowers that were
planted around the sign and in the flower pots. We
are grateful for Annette, Joyce, & Laurie & Steve.
Steve has also been spending many hours at church
taking down a chimney, taking out shrubs, and planting new ones, etc. What would we do without him and
others who help care for our building?

IIn Loving Memory

What: “WE REMEMBER”
Memorial Service
When: Sunday, August 1, 2021
from 2:00-3:30 PM
Where: MLK Memorial Park,
353 Court St, 14607

Sponsored By: Greater Rochester Community of Churches
The Greater Rochester Community of Churches – Faith In
Action Network will host “WE REMEMBER,” a community
memorial service honoring Monroe County residents who
have died from COVID or from other causes during these
pandemic days. The ceremony will take place at the MLK
Memorial Park in the City of Rochester on Sunday, August
1, 2021, from 2:00 to 3:30 PM. Family and friends who
have lost loved ones during this time are invited to send
the names of the deceased to Rev. Deborah Grohman,
GRCC Administrative Coordinator, at 585-254-2570
(please spell names) or email to contact@rocchurches.org
by Monday, July 26. The names will be placed on a memorial scroll and read aloud during the service. Sign Language Interpreters will be provided.
Those attending the service are asked to bring a picture or
a memento of their loved one as well as a chair or blanket
for seating. We ask that you please wear a mask if you are
not vaccinated. Free parking will be available on-street
and at nearby city garages.
Greater Rochester Community of Churches – Faith In Action Network (GRCC-FIAN) has spent the past 100 years
promoting compassion and justice for all people.
Learn more at rocchurches.org.
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complete devotion to the welfare of his comrades, at the risk of his life are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States
Army.
Back to the States: Beikirch’s story continued after the war and his recovery from his wounds. He
briefly went to college, only to encounter disdain for being a Vietnam veteran by being spat on.
Fearing he would kill the next kid who spat on him, Beikirch left college. Believing the only way he
could cope with his war memories was to forget; in 1973 he moved into a cave in the White Mountains of New Hampshire.
There, while reading his Bible, he realized what a mess his life was. He turned his life over to the
Lord. A week later, Beikirch was contacted by the Pentagon and told he would receive the Medal of
Honor, the nation’s highest award for valor. A certain Bible verse resonated with him: “Man that is
in honor, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.” President Richard Nixon presented
Beikirch with the Medal of Honor at the White House in October 1973.
Upon returning to New Hampshire, Beikirch put the medal in a duffel bag and did not take it out
again for seven years. During that time, Beikirch met his wife, Loreen. He proposed to her on their
first date. Loreen agreed to marry him on the condition they not live in the cave. Beikirch agreed
and they married. He attended seminary and served four years as an associate pastor. Realizing
his true calling was working with young people, he returned to college and later became a middle
school counselor, a job he held for 33 years. The couple now has three children and 14 grandchildren.
For All Who Sacrifice: In 1981, Beikirch attended a rally to celebrate the return of American hostages just released from Iran and to protest the poor treatment Vietnam veterans had received just
a few years earlier upon their return to the United States. A fellow veteran asked Beikirch to speak
while wearing the Medal of Honor. Beikirch agreed to speak but declined to wear the medal.
The fellow veteran corrected Beikirch, telling him that when he wears the medal, it is not for himself
but for all who sacrificed and served. Beikirch accepted that lesson and donned the medal.
Today, proudly wearing the medal, Beikirch goes across the country speaking at venues including
churches, schools, civic groups, Army units and ROTC programs. His inspirational message is simple and straightforward: Seek to live a life of significance, not just one of success. He defines a life
of significance as one of living for something larger than oneself and investing one’s life in others.
He uses the story of his 15-year-old Montagnard bodyguard, Deo, to illustrate this point.
Deo became Beikirch’s bodyguard in Vietnam upon Beikirch’s arrival at Camp Dak Seang. Deo
taught Beikirch not only how to survive in the jungle, but also how to thrive. During the battle on
April 1, 1970, Deo helped carry Beikirch as he treated the wounded, then shielded Beikirch’s
wounded body from a rocket-propelled grenade blast, sacrificing his own life to save Beikirch’s. Today, Beikirch uses Deo as a shining example of living life for something bigger than yourself.
Though Deo never traveled more than a few miles from where he was born, lived only 15 years,
never attended school, never married or had a family, he lived to help his fellow Montagnard tribesmen, the U.S. solders with them in general, and Beikirch specifically, giving his life so Beikirch
might continue to live his.”
(Excerpted from an article written by Lt. Col. Greg Lane, US Army Reserve Retired, March 23, 2020.)
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There is so much more to learn about his life, & life lessons that grew out of his trauma & his faith
in God. Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3B3iUbaHjY, for a video of an interview/
presentation to the USO in 2020. He is a real mentor and war hero from Rochester, NY. A portion
of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in Highland Park was dedicated to Mr. Beikirch on May 13,
2021.
He is still in a battle as he fights against late stage colon cancer. Please add him to your prayer
list.

Community News
The Sr. Center has reopened as of June 21
for some activities. Food service in house is
not happening until at least July 31st so their
“Grab and Go” meals are still available on
Mon., Tues., and Wed. from 11am12:30pm.Reservations required. Please
honor your reservation. A $3.50 donation is
appreciated.
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Harvest Home, Habitat News:

Unfortunately the last Uno’ s Dough Raiser in Webster yielded
less than $50. We are working on getting other restaurant venues in this area to do a similar
fundraising event. Some suggestions have been Texas Roadhouse, Blaze Pizza, Sticky Lips,
Panera Bread, and a fish fry in the Fall. Nothing has been decided at this point in time. We
will have the pie sale for Thanksgiving.
Our newest build has been started at 757 Jay Street in the Josana neighborhood. As of right
now, the Blessing Ceremony is tentatively slated for Tues., July 13, probably late
morning. It will be outdoors (of course) so I hope many of us can and will attend.
We will want to celebrate this house even more than we normally do since it is the 100th
Habitat House in Josana; Harvest Home/Thrivent has been there for several. There are also
plans to have a memorial garden in memory of Tyshaun Cauldwell who was killed by a cocaine dealer during a trivial argument in the summer of 2001. He died in front of his mother
and sister in the driveway of their Whitney Street home.
Volunteering is now open (see following from Ken Braley). (June 15COVID update). Based on
continuing CDC guidance, we continue to require masking and social distancing for unvaccinated people. Go to the following link to volunteer on the 2021 Thrivent-Harvest Faith Build at

757 Jay Street! https://give.rochesterhabitat.org/ge/thriventharvest to sign-up for upcoming
shifts through July 31 and new dates will open each week.
The One Great Hour of
Sharing Mission collection for American Baptist
Churches, USA, “Let Love Flow” was taken up in June.
We will still gratefully accept & appreciate contributions to this mission.

From the
Mission Field
What a great God we have!
Frenk, the director of our
children's programs, has
been praying for his Muslim
family members to come to
the Lord for over a decade.
His little sister had a sickness for a year. She tried
going to the witch doctor
but she did not get better. At last, she agreed to get prayer at church. God healed her. She received Jesus and
was baptized this past Sunday. Praise the Lord!
David & Michelle Heed

Have You Wondered Why WE Have a
Website & Facebook Page?
It is because of our exposure locally &
throughout the world plus whbaptist.org is a
depository of most everything new and old.
Anything about our history including older
choir numbers, photos, sermons, etc. can be
found there. The Bulletins are posted each
week, & the Newsletters are saved there. The
public information can be accessed without a
password. The Newsletters, photos, choir
numbers and church documents are in the
“Member’s Only” section, but can be accessed
with the Password, WWJD. You should be able
to answer many questions about WHBC after
perusing the website.
The Facebook Page is more like a daily newspaper. Dr. Grinion’s sermons are posted there
each Sunday. Events such as Craft Sales are
also posted there. It’s purpose is to share our
news with the community (& now the world).
The latest records for the number of views for
the church pages are as follows:
Facebook: Overall: 527 people like it, 550
people follow it, 292 people checked in. People
Reached – 256; Post Engagements – 17.
Website: Last 30 days: Page Views = 350;
Unique (new) Visitors = 158; Avg. Pages
Viewed = 2.141. Contact Joyce with any
questions.

