W EST H ENRIET TA B APTIST C HURCH
5660 West Henrietta Rd (P. O. Box 336), West Henrietta, NY 14586
334-0497; email: church@whbaptist.org; web. Whbaptist.org
Pastor, Rev. Dr. Peter E. Grinion; Tel: 278 -8520

T HE L INK
"You will see greater things than these…..” John 1:50

1815-2020

Greetings to you all in the mighty name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. The New Year has arrived
& we should be thankful to be alive. Notwithstanding the onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic,
New Year certainly brings some amount of excitement. I extend my wishes that 2021 be filled
with faith, hope, love, joy, good health & prosperity for all of us. It is in God that we hope. “Know
therefore that the Lord your God is the faithful God who keeps his covenant and love with those
who love him and keep his statute for a thousand generations” (Deuteronomy 7:9). An amplified
version would read, “All our hope is in God’s faithfulness and He will keep His promises to His
people: pardon them, deliver them, cleanse them, and when that time comes, give them rest in
His kingdom.”
Looking back at the year in review, it is with much sadness that we remember the passing of Betty Heisig & Alan McCarroll. Many of you experienced sicknesses and personal losses. Many people have experienced a challenge of faith resulting from sickness, financial problems, family
problems, loneliness, and inability to connect with one another because our congregational worship has been suspended since last March. Let’s do a little personal assessment here: have you
veered off the narrow path? Has your love for God remained unmovable, and your passion for
evangelism remained strong? Surely, our Bible study was resumed in September, & it has been
maintained by the faithful who came together on Wednesday mornings and our Saturday morning prayer meeting has continued. God has been the ever-constant sustainer and provider for
our church and we have never been without our basic necessities to do ministry. Praise God!
Don’t overlook the blessings that 2021 brings. What is your vision for the New Year? God needs
us for various kinds of ministries this year. The big questions are: “How will your life’s schedule fit
into all of this?” “What needs to change for you in order to become a faithful servant of Jesus
during 2021?” “Where in your life do you sense a need for change and growth?”
My first appeal for you is to allow God to affirm the positive things in your life and change what
needs changing (2 Cor. 5:17). We are all a work in progress and we all grow in Christ at different
rates. However, my prayer is that God’s intervention in our lives will manifest itself in our love for
Jesus. Whenever we resume regular congregational worship & the other ministries, I look forward to regular church attendance, serious and sustained evangelistic efforts, sacrificial financial
giving, & an overall commitment to the weekly programs of our church. I am hoping to see an influx of new members and visitors. Get ready for the new things that God will be doing in and with
our church, which will involve all of us.
Our weekly service that may be accessed on YouTube, Facebook, & our church website has given us lots of visibility. Please build on this new outreach program for our Church -- reach out
even this early to your family members, co-workers, neighbors, and friends through Facebook,
WhatsApp, Messenger, Telegram, Texting, Viber, Instagram, Snapchat, WeChat or any other social media platforms at your disposal with weekly conversations about what will happen when we
resume weekly public events at church. Share with them our church’s heartfelt singing and a
practical & lively message from God’s Word every Sunday. My prayer for all of us during 2021 is
Editor: Joyce Shutts
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What’s Happening @ WHBC?

Recap of Advisory Council Mtg., 12/16/20

 Worship by Video in Sanctuary Sundays at 10 AM for those who feel
comfortable coming to the Church.
The video being posted on the website, Facebook, and emailed will be
shown. )

Financially, we are “holding our own” since the last report. We won’t know
until mid-Summer if the COVID loan will be forgiven. Dan presented a proposed budget for this year.




Bible Study - Wednesdays at 10
AM
Prayer Time - Saturdays at 9 AM

For the above, EVERYONE will socially
distance & attendees must wear masks.
Gloves, masks, & sanitizer are available.
The area will be sanitized before each
event.



Wed., Jan. 6 Annual Meeting Reports due to Sharon Scurlock



Sun., Jan. 17, 10 am - Annual
Meeting
Jan. 18 - Link inputs due to Sharon



Hello and God’s blessing on all of you:
The Annual Meeting will be held Jan. 17 at 10
am. Please write & submit your reports to
Sharon Scurlock as soon as possible. Most reports will be short because of the Covid 19
shut down, but it is important that we share
what has been done and what has been spent.
You have all done a good job contributing to
the life of West Henrietta Baptist Church during this hard time. Every prayer, phone call,
visit or note has helped keep God's Spirit and
love alive and helped share Christ with others.
Thank you, Leanna Shirley, Moderator
January 2021
Birthdays
4 - Roger Smith
10 - Rachel Gress
15 - Loretta Hirschman
20 - Barb Zima
23 - Jasmine Morse
25 - Linda Heintz
26 - Eric & Laura Heisig
27 - Steve Wenthe
28 - Anne Greco
30 - Marti Spaker

A Capital Fundraising Plan to pay for building repairs, & painting of the
church was discussed. We need to demonstrate we have money raised to
get the Sacred Sites Grant. A subcommittee was formed to start gathering
information & developing a plan. We need your ideas: please give them to
the Trustees and/or Moderator. Pastor Grinion & Leanna Shirley will be putting together a Capital Fundraising Announcement to be published soon.
In addition, we received a letter from the Town Historian offering a possibility
to share in money the Town is negotiating with AT&T to receive for projects
like ours for historic buildings, etc. AT&T wants to place a cell tower on town
owned land across from the Tinker Homestead. The Trustees have responded we are interested, and with a list of repairs needed to the church.
The Officers, Trustees, Deacons, & Committees for 2021 were reviewed and
approved. These positions along with the budget need to be approved
by the congregation at the Jan. 17 Annual Meeting. Please attend.

West Henrietta Baptist Church
Sunday, January 17, 2021
Time: 10 a.m.

All reports are due by Wednesday, January 6, 2021. You
can send them electronically to: scurlocks@ymail.com. Please give me a
call if you are having difficulty or have any questions.
I know it has been a VERY unusual year. Due to the COVID virus, we have
not met as a congregation since March 2020. However, the life of the
Church did not stop. Please put together a report, no matter how brief, of
your board/committee’s activity. You may want to include your goals,
hopes and dreams for 2021. It may not seem important now, however, it
will give future generations a picture of how we as a Church lived through a
pandemic.
I have a shorter window with which to compile and publish the Annual Report. So it is imperative I have your report by Wednesday, January 6,
2021. Thank you for all of your help.
Annual Meeting COVID-19 protocols: EVERYONE will socially
distance and attendees must wear masks. Gloves, masks & sanitizer will be available. The area will be sanitized before meeting.
Blessings, Sharon Scurlock, Church Clerk
Pastor Article Continued

reflected in the verse of this hymn below & I strongly urge you
to make it your prayer too.

“Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord, to Thee,
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my will, and make it Thine; It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall thy royal throne.”
Yours truly, Rev. Dr. Peter E. Grinion, Pastor
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Thank You, Steve & Laurie Wenthe for collecting and transporting the donations to RHAFT. As you can see from the letter, your
efforts and our generous Church family mean so much to our
community. Editor’s note: as I was preparing our Christmas Basket for our Adopted Family, I looked at all that was given for
RHAFT & the basket in awe. God Bless you all! Valerie & I delivered the Basket, Dec. 22 to a very thankful Mom who introduced
us to her “cute-as-a-button” little fellow. Thanks Val for helping!

God’s Gifts of Faith
Father’s Faithfulness
Exemplifies his trusting.
He will never fail!
Ministers for God
Forgiveness holds a topmost place
Every day we face.

These pictures are of
all of the clothing &
toys you provided for
the little one. Mom
was provided a full
meal plus and $120 in
gift cards.

Kindnesses of God
Include unending graces
Thru the life we face.
Father, hear our prayer
For thanks to you is endless.
We love you so much!
hal·le·lu·jah

Please make
note of our
Financial Secretary’s new
mailing address.

Evy Lyn Shoots
Nehemiah 8:10, Psalm 121

Laurel Heisig
4 Chapman
Road
Rush, N.Y.
14543

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and
sweet drinks, and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do
not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
10
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In Loving Memory

Alan F. McCarroll
Henrietta, NY: On Tuesday,
December 8, 2020, Alan
passed away at age 91. Predeceased by his parents,
William and Isabella, siblings
George and May of Canada
and ex-wife Ruth. Survived
by his wife Josina; children
Stephen (Carolyn) McCarroll,
Michael (Lynda) McCarroll,
Jeffrey (Teresa) McCarroll; Pamela (Patrick) Randall and Douglas (Carrie) Teeter; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren, many nieces,
nephews and brother Graham McCarroll of
Toronto, Canada.
Alan enjoyed golfing, reading, model ship building
and spending time with family and friends.
A celebration of life, in his memory will be held for
him by his family at a later date. Memorial donations in Alan’s memory may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 435 East Henrietta Road,
Rochester, NY 14620.

Thank you to
the Hirschman family
for the beautiful tree
bringing
light to our
darkened
church during the
COVID pandemic.
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R. Carl Reynolds
June 26, 1930 ~ Nov. 6,

2020 (age 90)

ing hands.

Carl found his lifelong friend in
Deirdre Chase whom he married
Aug. 29, 1954. They enjoyed
each other’s company for over
66 years & never stopped hold-

Carl was a peacemaker; always working to make our
world a better place through his career as a pastor at
many American Baptist churches , a 40+ year member of Kiwanis, & his writing and participation in community action as a volunteer..
They loved the Oregon Coast & moved to Lincoln
City in 1993 when Carl became half-time pastor at
First Baptist Church. Currently they are members of
Congregational Church of Lincoln City. Music was
always a big part of Carl’s life. He sang in many
church choirs and a joy in his retirement was singing
with his quartet.
He is survived by Deirdre & children, Mark (Kathy)
Reynolds, Peachtree City GA, Diane Rheos, Portland
OR, Sharon Matti, Salem OR, Trena (Keith) Reynolds, Homosassa FL ; 11 Grandchildren, 17 GreatGrandchildren, 3 Great-Great-Grandchildren. He received a Masters of Divinity in 1959 from Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, & served in the Army.

This passing was brought to our attention by Verna
Dean, the Sister-in-law of Rev. Fred E. Dean who
pastored West
Henrietta
from 1956 to
1960. She said
that Carl
helped Pastor
Dean with the
Youth. At
that time the
Church was
flourishing
with an avg.
of 102 in Sunday Worship. The Deans are buried in
Falls Cemetery in Greece, NY. Leanna remembers
they were the first to occupy the Parsonage. David
Chase who received the phone call says that Rev.
Dean was his mentor.

